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By ERIK CHALHOUB
OF THE REGISTER-PAJARONIAN

WATSONVILLE — The Watsonville City Council 
moved forward with an ordinance Tuesday that updates 
a 2007 decision to declare Watsonville as a sanctuary 
city for immigrants.
  With an unanimous vote, the council upgraded the 
2007 resolution to an ordinance, providing specifi c 
procedures on how city employees should, or should 
not, act on federal immigration law.
  Among other things, the ordinance states that no city 
resources should be used to apprehend a person based 
solely on their immigration status.
  It also directs city offi cials to not assist in enforcing 
federal immigration law, as well as decline to notify 
federal authorities about the release of any person 
detained for immigration purposes.
  The decision comes at a time when President Donald 
Trump’s administration has threatened to pull federal 
funding from jurisdictions across the nation that declare 
themselves a “sanctuary.”
  Lawmakers are also looking to make California a 
“sanctuary state,” with a bill approved recently by the 
Senate that prohibits law enforcement agencies from 
participating in immigration enforcement.
  Mayor Oscar Rios said Trump has spread “hatred” 
of immigrants since the day he decided to run for presi-
dent, and local cities across the nation need to stand 
together to combat his message.
  “He has stirred up this hatred, and we cannot tolerate 
it,” Rios said.
  According to Councilwoman Trina Coffman-Gomez, 
the council has received emails from people who state 
they will not support stores in Watsonville if the city 
declares itself a sanctuary.
  “It isn’t about hiding people that have done things 

Watsonville 
bolsters sanctuary 

city status
Council also approves temporary 
moratorium on medical centers

Tarmo Hannula/Register-Pajaronian

Watsonville fi refi ghter/paramedic Aaron Netzel (left) introduces Watsonville High School students Julian Olvera and Brayden Arnold 
to the world of being a fi refi ghter Wednesday during the annual Watsonville Rotary Club Job Shadowing Day.

By TODD GUILD
OF THE REGISTER-PAJARONIAN

  WATSONVILLE — Every 
year around this time, a group of 
Watsonville High School students 
foregoes class for the day, opting 
instead for a day at work.
  The students, nearly 80 in all, 
were taking part Wednesday in 
Watsonville Rotary’s job shadow-
ing program, designed to connect 
young people with local profes-
sionals in fields that interest 
them.
  From cosmetology to dentistry 
to fi refi ghting to police work, the 
students fanned out through the 
community at 50 locations.
  These included Watson-
ville Community Hospital and 
Driscoll’s Berries, UC Santa Cruz 
and Cabrillo College, Pàjaro Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce and 
Agriculture and the Watsonville 
City Council.
  The program was open to any 
interested high school student. It 
has been a Rotary mainstay since its 
creation more than a decade ago.
  Watsonville High School junior 
Brayden Arnold spent the morn-
ing at Watsonville Fire Depart-
ment, where he toured the facility, 
went on a couple of calls and sat 
down for breakfast with the crew 
in their quarters.

  He said becoming a fi refi ghter 
has long been a goal.
  “I was born here, and I want to 
give back to the community,” he 
said. 
  Julian Olvera, 18, a WHS se-
nior, said he hopes for a job in 
public safety, and that fi refi ghting 
is at the top of his list. He is also 
considering becoming a police 

offi cer.
  “I want to help the community, 
and make it a better place,” he 
said. “Either putting out fi res or 
taking out bad guys.”
  Part of their tour included a talk 
about what it takes to get the job.
  That includes Emergency 
Medical Technician training, an 
agility and strength test, getting 

experience with a reserve fi re-
fighting program, becoming a 
paramedic and going through a 
fi re academy.
  “It took me eight years to get 
this job,” firefighter/paramedic 
Mike Elmasu said. “But I couldn’t 
imagine doing anything else.”
  Across town in Gilbert Grio’s 
dental office, Kimberly Ortiz and 
Eduardo Lemus watched the doctor 
perform a wisdom tooth surgery and 
learned how to give an X-ray. 
  Ortiz said her interest in the 
dental fi eld stemmed from a de-
sire to conquer her fear of visiting 
the dentist when she was young, 
and of seeing blood.
  “I said, ‘I need to get over 
that,’” Ortiz said. 
  Lemus also said he has wanted 
to study dentistry since he was 
younger.
  “Your teeth are one of the fi rst 
things people see when they look at 
you,” he said. “I want to help them.”
  Watsonville Rotary President 
Murry Schekman, who helps co-
ordinate the event, said the event 
helps foster relationships between 
mentors and their protégés, even 
as it offers experience outside the 
traditional classroom experience.
  “As a former principal, I know 
that this is the best way to learn,” 
Schekman said.

A day on the job

Rotary job shadowing program draws 80 students, 50 mentors

Tarmo Hannula/Register-Pajaronian

Watsonville High School students Kimberly Ortiz and Eduardo 
Lemus pay visit to the dental offi ce of Gilbert J. Grio during the 
job shadow event.

REGISTER-PAJARONIAN STAFF REPORT

  WATSONVILLE — Prompted by several instances 
of suspected illegal animal fi ghting in the Watsonville 
area, local animal welfare offi cials are asking for help 
from the public.
  People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) 
has offered a reward of up to $5,000 for information 
leading to the arrests and convictions of the people 
responsible for several dog and cockfi ghting cases.
  Authorities have over the past several months found 
43 dead roosters near Shell Road and 34 off Rancho 
Road. All appear to have been involved in illegal cock-
fi ghting, according to Santa Cruz County Animal Shelter 
Field Services Manager Todd Stosuy.
  In cockfi ghting, two roosters with knives attached 
to their legs are placed in a ring and fi ght until one dies. 
  Animal authorities have also found two six-month-
old pit bulls in the Interlaken area of Watsonville, which 
appear to have been used as bait dogs.
  In dog baiting, game dogs attack another dog that 
has been chained in place, as a way to train them for 
combat. The dogs bite and tear to subdue the opposing 
animal by incapacitating or killing it.
  “Cockfi ghting and dogfi ghting are barbaric rituals 
that involve egregious animal cruelty and torture,” Sto-

Authorities seeking 
animal fi ghting suspects
Several dead roosters, injured dogs discovered

See ANIMAL, page A14
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QUEBEC
ID#A233985

My name is Quebec* and I am a 
spayed female, brown Siberian Husky 

and Chow Chow. The shelter staff 
think I am about 9 weeks old. I have 

been at the shelter since Feb 27, 2017.

Sponsored by …

Two Locations:
580 Airport Blvd.
Watsonville
454-7303
Mon.–Sat.
9am – Noon
1pm – 5:30pm.

1st Saturday each month at Valley Feed

Sat., May 6th • 9:45 – 11:30 A.M.
LA. Hearne Co. 2nd & 5th Saturday 9:15 a.m. – 10:30 A.M.

For more information call 206-5548

DOZER
ID#A234515

My name is Dozer and I am a 
neutered male, gold and white Jack 

(Parson) Russell Terrier and 
Dachshund min. The shelter staff 

think I am about 6 years old. 
I have been at the shelter since 

Mar 04, 2017.

Sponsored by …

SASKATCHEWAN
 ID#A233984

My name is Saskatchewan and I am 
a spayed female, brown Siberian 

Husky and Chow Chow. The shelter 
staff think I am about 9 weeks old. I 
have been at the shelter since Feb 

27, 2017.

Sponsored by …

CLOVER
ID#A233916

My name is Clover and I am a spayed 
female, black and tan Cocker Spaniel 

and Welsh Corgi - Cardigan. The 
shelter staff think I am about 4 

years old. I have been at the shelter 
since Mar 22, 2017.

Sponsored by …

KPIG
1110 Main St., Watsonville, CA

(831) 722-9000
Info Line ..........................763-1075
Hog Calls ........................724-7675
Swine Line .....................722-2299

www.scanimalservices.us

2200 7th Ave.
Santa Cruz
454-7303
Tues.–Sun.
9am – 1pm
2pm – 5:30pm

To Have Your Business Be A Sponsor 
Of This Great Community Page

CALL 761-7359

1598 Freedom Blvd.
Watsonville 724-0919

1459 Main St
Watsonville 
761-8450

190 Main St
Watsonville 
768-8540

At Sutter Maternity:

SABATINO
Feb. 10 at 5:43 a.m. to Monique 
Michelle and Mario Adriano Sa-
batino, Watsonville, a 5-pound 
11-ounce girl, Ellena Rose

GOMEZ MARRUJO
Feb. 11 at 5:15 p.m. to Jean-
nette Maricela Marrujo and 
Jose Tomas Gomez Martinez, 
Watsonville, an 8-pound 4-ounce 
girl, Monserratt Issabella

RHODES
Feb. 15 at 4:39 a.m. to Crystal 
Dorantes and Josh Rhodes, 
Watsonville, an 8-pound 2-ounce 
girl, Kaelany Amara

ROSALES HINOJOSA
Feb. 18 at 1:09 a.m. to Anabel 
Hinojosa Castaneda and Jorge 
Luis Rosales Perez, Freedom, 
an 8-pound 3-ounce girl, Miah 
Nicole

GOMEZ
Feb. 18 at 5:42 a.m. to Crystal 
Alvarez and Pedro Gomez, 
Freedom, an 8-pound 3-ounce 
boy, Cruz Alexander

MURDOCK
Feb. 20 at 1:19 a.m. to Monica 
Claire and Ryan Andrew Mur-
dock, Santa Cruz, a 7-pound 
11-ounce boy, Logan Phillip

KEBEBEW
Feb. 22 at 9:03 a.m. to Evin Arici 
and Deutron Kebebew, Watson-
ville, an 8-pound 3-ounce girl, 
Lula Zeynep

ZUNIGA
Feb. 26 at 5:57 p.m. to Maria 
Dolores Medina and Pedro 
Gonzalez Zuniga, Los Banos, a 
6-pound 13-ounce boy, Maxx

BLOESCH
March 1 at 2:35 a.m. to Mallory 
Helen Bloesch and Deodato 
Oliveira, Watsonville, a 7-pound 
1-ounce boy, Clyde Matthias

CORNEJO
March 4 at 2:04 p.m. to Annielou 
O. and Jesus Daniel Cornejo, 
Hollister, a 5-pound 5-ounce girl, 
Briella Grace

AYALA-DIAZ
March 10 at 3:17 a.m. to Candida 
Patricia Diaz and Gerardo Ayala, 
Watsonville, a 7-pound 5-ounce 
girl, Michelle

MENDEZ
March 11 at 12:43 a.m. to Erica 
Ashley Hannaleck and Marlon 
Williams Mendez, Watsonville, 
a 7-pound 8-ounce girl, Sidney 
Aurora

VASQUEZ
March 17 at 11:42 a.m. to Lucia 
and David Vasquez, Watson-
ville, a 7-pound 13-ounce boy, 
David III

LUNA
March 20 at 10:09 a.m. to Lizette 
Yerena and Hector Ivan Luna, 
Watsonville, a 7-pound 2-ounce 
girl, Faith Amara

CHAMES
March 22 at 8:11 p.m. to Lauren 
Graciela LeBarre and Christo-
pher Adam Chames, Watson-
ville, a 5-pound 13-ounce girl, 
Graciela Rose

APARICIO
March 24 at 6:12 p.m. to Nancy 
Garcia and Jose Carlos Apari-
cio, Watsonville, a 7-pound 
10-ounce girl, Sia Natalia

CERVANTES-PERREIRA
March 27 at 10:07 a.m. to Melissa 
Rene Perreira and Jose Cer-
vantes, Watsonville, a 7-pound 
1-ounce boy, Jayden Angel

SUNZERI
March 28 at 8:47 a.m. to Mon-
ica Francis Kral and Peter 
Forest Sunzeri, Watsonville, 
a 9-pound 3-ounce girl, Skylar 
Estella

ORELLANA
March 28 at 1:24 p.m. to Chris-
tiane Muratet and Efrain Omar 
Orellana, Santa Cruz, a 9-pound 
4-ounce girl, Alice Indigo

DE LA ROSA
April 3 at 12:58 p.m. to Su-Yin 
Rudi Josephine and Brandon 
Jeffrey De la Rosa, Salinas, a 
9-pound 14-ounce boy, Sebas-
tian Felix

BIRTHS

By TODD GUILD
OF THE REGISTER-PAJARONIAN

  WATSONVILLE — In the 
days when ranches and wil-
derness made up much of the 
Central Coast, the Castro family 
owned some 13,000 acres, on 
which they farmed and raised 
cattle.
  The family also owned the 
Castro Adobe, which was part of 
a network of haciendas through-
out the state that were way-
points and rest stops for weary 
travelers.
  Still surrounded by a vast 
array of farmland, the Castro 
Adobe now serves as a link to 
that bygone era. It is the region’s 
next State Historic Park and the 
first non-beach state park in 
south Santa Cruz County. 
  In May, Friends of Santa 
Cruz State Parks, the organiza-
tion that is restoring the Castro 
Adobe, is presenting “Vaqueros 
on the Ranchero,” an event cre-
ated to highlight the tradition 
and skill of vaquero horsemen 
who kept watch over the giant 
herds.
  Proceeds from ticket sales 
will go to the restoration ef-
forts.

  “The history, horsemanship, 
equipment, knowledge of land 
use and lifestyle of vaqueros 
are revered traditions with deep 
ties to the Castro Adobe,” said 
Bonny Hawley, executive direc-
tor of Friends of Santa Cruz 
State Parks. “We are excited to 
share more of the history of this 
property, which we are working 
tirelessly with California State 
Parks to restore, while rais-
ing money to support the new 
park.”
  During the event the horse-
men will share aspects of early 
vaqueros, along with how and 
why the culture is maintained 
today.
  Jeffery Mundell and Victor 
“Buddy” Montes will show their 
horses and gear, along with the 
art of using a 60-70 foot rawhide 
riata for “big loops.” Attendees 
will learn how the traditional 
vaquero’s knowledge of land 
comes into play today with 
grassland conservation pro-
grams.
  The Castro Adobe was built 
in 1849 by Juan José Castro, 
whose father came with the 
Anza expedition in the 1760s. 
  The house had the only fan-
dango room — a large dance 

hall — for hundreds of miles. 
It was a place where dances, 
weddings and other events 
would draw visitors for miles, 
according to Charlie Kieffer, 
whose great-great-grandmoth-
er, Maria de los Angels, once 
lived there.  
  The two-story house was the 
only of its kind built in Santa 
Cruz County, and boasts one of 
only five Mexican-style kitchens 
left in the state.

•••
  “Vaqueros on the Rancho” 
will  be 1-4 p.m. Saturday, 
May 6, at Castro Adobe State 
Historic Park, 184 Old Adobe 
Road. Tickets are $25 and are 
available at vaquerosontheran-
cho.eventbrite.com or by call-
ing 429-1840. Advance ticket 
sales only. 
  Additional donations are ac-
cepted, and will be matched 1:1 
toward the opening of the park, 
up to $317,920 by the James & 
Carol Toney Fund. 
  The event will include light 
refreshments, tours of the Cas-
tro Adobe as well as artisan and 
craftsmen wares on display and 
for sale, including: spurs, bits, 
silver and leather items and 
braided rawhide.

Photo by Joanne Rhoads

Vaquero Buddy Montes shows off his moves

History 
comes 
alive

Castro Adobe 
event to highlight 
vaquero tradition

Got news?
Email the Register-Pajaro-
nian your news tips, press 
releases, meeting notices 

or letters to the editor.

newsroom@register-
pajaronian.com

http://www.thatsmypark.org/parks-and-beaches/castro-adobe-state-historic-park/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/vaqueros-on-the-rancho-tickets-9481506441
http://www.thatsmypark.org/visit/castro-adobe-project/

