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CALLING ALL HISTORY BUFFS — FRIENDS OF SANTA CRUZ STATE 

PARKS HOSTS HISTORY-SHARING DAY AT CASTRO ADOBE  

STATE HISTORIC PARK  
 

‘Thanks for the Memories’ event aims to collect historical photos of the 
Castro Adobe and its past inhabitants, and solve an enduring mystery 

 
OCTOBER 26, 2018—SANTA CRUZ, CA—Friends of Santa Cruz State Parks (Friends) today 
announced it will host a history-sharing event Castro Adobe State Historic Park on Saturday, 
Nov. 17 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
 
“Thanks for the Memories” is a chance for history buffs, locals and Castro family descendants to 
visit the new state historic park in the Pajaro Valley and share historic photos of the property and 

surrounding area. Staff will be on-hand to scan the images and add them to the park’s archive and 
for potential use in the site interpretation. Friends staff is also interested in hearing personal 
stories and anecdotes about the Castro Adobe and families that have resided there. 
 
“Part of restoring and opening the Castro Adobe as a State Historic Park is learning all of the 
history of the property and interpreting it for the public,” said Bonny Hawley, executive director 
of Friends of Santa Cruz State Parks. “But we need help. Please check your attics, photo albums 
and even family bibles for information related to the Castro family or the property. We’re 
crowd-sourcing in the 21st century to get a look at life in the 19th century.” 

 
Friends is trying to solve one mystery in particular — what did the family of Juan Jose Castro and 
his wife, Rita Josefa Pinto Castro look like? To date, no photos of this particular family have 
surfaced. Friends is also seeking historic photos that include:  

• Castro family members and nearby rancho families, such as Rodriguez and Amesti 
• the Castro property and historic buildings including outbuildings 

• nearby properties and surrounding lands 
• Old Adobe Road from various angles 

 
Photos and documents will be returned immediately after they are scanned. 

 
The Saturday event also will include tours of the Adobe and is free to attend. Castro Adobe 
State Historic Park is located at 184 Old Adobe Road, Watsonville. Parking is extremely limited 
and carpooling is encouraged. Learn more at www.thatsmypark.org.  
 
For those who cannot attend the event, but still want contribute to the historical archive at 
Castro Adobe State Historic Park, please contact Friends at 831-429-1840. 
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About Castro Adobe State Historic Park 
Located in Larkin Valley, near Watsonville, the two-story Castro Adobe, built between 1848-49, 
is one of the finest examples of a rancho hacienda in the Monterey Bay area and is one of only 

four adobe buildings still standing in Santa Cruz County. The historic adobe includes a restored 
cocina (kitchen), a second-floor fandango room and a more-modern garden designed in 
consultation with noted landscape architect Thomas Church. 
 
Friends is leading a multi-year restoration effort to preserve and interpret the new 
State Historic Park in partnership with California State Parks. Work is currently being done to 
restore the interior, finalize the preservation of the historic adobe and establish a visitor center. 
It is Santa Cruz County’s second state historic park and the first non-beach state park in the 
Pajaro Valley. To follow progress on the restoration effort, visit www.thatsmypark.org/castro-

blog. The Castro Adobe, located at 184 Old Adobe Road, is open on a limited basis for special 
events, such as Open House Days. Admission is free; donations are gratefully accepted.  
 
 
About Friends of Santa Cruz State Parks  
Established in 1976, Friends of Santa Cruz State Parks is an entrepreneurial nonprofit sustaining 
the legacy of our state parks and beaches. Through an innovative partnership with California 
State Parks, and by leveraging local community support, Friends provides funding for 
educational programs, visitor services and capital projects. Friends is passionately dedicated to 

the preservation of our spectacular natural environment and rich cultural history. Friends also 
operates six ParkStores, offering nature- and history-themed merchandise for sale to benefit 
local parks and beaches. ParkStore locations include Natural Bridges, New Brighton, Santa Cruz 
Mission, Seacliff, Wilder Ranch and Online. Learn more at ThatsMyPark.org or via Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter, YouTube and Pinterest.  
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